
Transportation is a very 
popular theme.  There are 
many creative activities to 
do with children to expose 
them to the different 
modes of transportation.   
Ask the children what is 
transportation the defini-
tion is anything that helps 
us move.  Supply the chil-
dren with magazines and 
ask them to cut out pic-
tures of different kinds of 
transportation.  Get a large 
piece of poster board and 
divide into sections: land, 
air and water.  Discuss with 
the children how to classify 
or sort each of the pictures 
and attach them to your 
board.  Ask how each child 
gets to school or daycare in 
the morning and graph 
those results: by walking, 
bus, car, van or bike.   

Include in your block center  
matchbox cars, road signs 
and pictures of highways: 

this will enhance their block 
play.   You could also add 
hats of train conductors, 
airline pilots and bus drivers 
along with sun visors and 
bike helmets to your dra-
matic play area.   

 

Small suitcases or tote bags 
could be added so the chil-
dren could “pack” for their 
destination.  Ask the chil-
dren what they will need for 
their trip and what will they 
put in their suitcase. 

 

Have large state maps avail-
able and highlight two major 
cities on each map.  Ask the 
children to trace with their 
finger how they would get 
from one city to the next.  
What would be the best 
mode of transportation and 
why?   

 

 

 

Include in your art area 
many different kinds of 
supplies and ask the chil-
dren to create their own 
license plate.  Have parents 
bring in old license plates 
and have the children do a 
rubbing with a piece paper 
on top of the license plate 
and rub a crayon over  the 
paper and see the impres-
sion of what is underneath.   

Provide children with large 
pieces of paper, paint and 
small cars, trucks, trains, 
airplanes and buses.  Have 
the children dip their vehi-
cles in paint and then roll 
them across the paper and 
see the different tire 
tracks.  This activity could 
also be done with play 
dough.   (Continued page 4) 
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I Love Trucks! 

By Philemon Sturges 

This book tells about all kinds of 
trucks and what they do, in short sen-
tences and bold illustrations.  This is 
a good board book to introduce tod-
dlers to the world around them, in-
cluding trucks.  Preschoolers who love 
trucks will enjoy this book too. 

Trucks 

By Byron Barton 

This book features a variety of 
trucks, from tow trucks and garbage 
trucks to dump trucks and delivery 
trucks.  The brief text explains what 
each truck does.  The bold illustra-
tions appeal to toddlers and pre-
schoolers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freight Train 

By Donald Crews 

This Caldecott picture book features 
a colorful train on the move.  This 
board book has simple words, bold 
colors and will help toddlers learn 
color recognition and the names of 
train cars.    

How Will You Get There, Maisy? 

By Lucy Cousins 

This is a lift-the-flap book featuring 
Maisy the mouse and her friends.  
Children look for the clues on the left
-hand page of the picture book and 
then lift the flap on the right-hand 
page to find out what methods of 
transportation Maisy and her pals use 
to get from here to there. 

 

Stop, Train, Stop! 

By W. Awdry 

This book is an I can read all by my-
self beginner book.  Thomas the Tank 
Engine decides not to make his stops 
one day and his passengers are not 
happy.  This is a great book with sim-
ple language and colorful pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Life of a Car 

By Susan Steggall 

Many things happen in the life of a 
car: it’s built, sold, driven, 
washed….sometimes it even crashes!  
In this book, preschoolers see all of 
the events, and in the end they learn 
that an old car can even be recycled 
to start anew.   

Big Shiny Machines: On the Farm 

By Ant Parker 

The tools of the farmer’s trade are 
the stars in this shiny book.  Each 
farm vehicle has its own spread and 
text that explains what each does.  
Key machine parts are labeled helping 
young readers build new vocabulary. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Seals on the Bus 

By Lenny Hort 

Two children and their parents board 
a city bus on their way to a party.  At 
the next stop, who should get on the 
bus but a group of seals, who holler 
“errp, errp, errp” at the top of their 
lungs.  Each time the bus stops a new 
kind of animal joins the passengers. 
The children are delighted but the 
parents are annoyed.  When several 
hissing skunks want to board the bus 
even the children start crying for 
help! 

Old Penn Station 

By William Low 

During the first half of the 20th cen-
tury, the original Pennsylvania Station 
was one of New York City’s grandest  
landmarks, a palace in the middle of 
Manhattan.  The author’s research 
carefully addresses the whole history 
of the building, from construction to 
destruction, ending with an acknowl-
edgement of its lasting legacy in 
terms of historical preservation.  
Building can be powerful, and Old 
Penn Station honors one particular 
powerful space which is sure to spark 
discussion about other historical 
building and monuments all across the 
nation. 
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Traffic Light 

Twinkle, twinkle, traffic light 

Standing on the corner bright 

Green means go, we all know 

Yellow means wait, even if you’re late 

Red means stop 

Twinkle, twinkle, traffic light 

Standing on the corner bright 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twinkle, Twinkle Traffic Light 

Twinkle, twinkle traffic light 

Round the corner shining bright. 

Red means stop, green means go, 

And yellow means go very slow. 

Twinkle, twinkle traffic light 

Round the corner shining bright. 

 

 

I’m A Little Airplane 

(Use the tune of I’m a Little Teapot) 

I’m a little airplane, (children raise 
their arms to their sides) 

Now watch me fly!  (They spin one of 
their arms in front of them as if it 
was a propeller) 

Here are my instruments from down 
low to high. (with their one arm, they 
reach from the ground to above their 
heads) 

First I get revved up (children make 
engine noises while still spinning their 
arms) 

Then I can fly, (Children raise their 
arms to shoulder height) 

Lifting off the runway (They start 
walking forward) 

Up into the sky! (The children go on 
their tiptoes and continue to move 
forward.  Let them circle awhile be-
fore returning to their original posi-
tions) 

My Bike 

One wheel, two wheels on the ground 
My feet make the pedals go round and 
round 
Handle bars help steer so straight 
Down the sidewalk and out the gate 

 

 

 

 

 

The Train 

Choo choo choo choo choo choo choo 
choo! 

Billy and Johnny, Maria and Sue, 

All of them watch for the train to 
pass through 

(substitute the names of the children 
in your group) 

Engine on the Track 

Here is the engine on the track (hold 
up your thumb) 

Here is the coal car, just in the back 
(hold up your pointer finger) 

Here is the box car to carry freight 
(hold up your middle finger) 

Here is the mail car.  Don’t be late. 
(hold up ring finger) 

Way back here at the end of the 
train rides the caboose through the 
sun and rain (hold up your little  
finger) 

 

Banana Airplanes 

Give each child ½ banana for the body 
of the airplane, two pretzel sticks for 
the wings of the plane and four mini 
marshmallows for the windows. 

 

 

 

 

Editable Trains 

Use soda crackers to make train cars 
and spread them with peanut butter 
or cream cheese.  Add cheerios for 
wheels and pretzel sticks for a stack 
of logs.  You might want to substitute 
squirt cheese, marshmallows, carrots 
or goldfish crackers.  Let the chil-
dren use their imagination and see 
how many different kinds of train 
cars they can make. 

Delicious Boats 

Cut an orange or grapefruit in half 
and eat the insides.  Make a batch of 
Jell-O, any flavor, add some fruit and 
fill the fruit shells with the liquid  
Jell-O.  Place your filled shells on a 
cookie sheet and place in the fridge 
to set.  Once they have set, cut 
halves into quarters and put a pretzel 
stick for the mast and a triangle of 
fruit rollup for the sail.  Voila! 
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Loudoun County Department 
of Family Service 
102 Heritage Way, N.E. 
Suite 103 
Leesburg, Virginia  20176 

County of Loudoun 

Family Services 

Phone:   703 777-0353 

Fax:     703 737-8248 

E-Mail: childcareworkshop@loudoun.gov 

Web:    www.loudoun.gov/childcare 

Primary Press 

Childcare Workshops for 

Providers 

To register for these workshops, 

Please visit: 

 

www.loudoun.gov/childcareworkshop 

 

Workshop Registration opens on the 

15th of each month 

 

If the 15th is on a weekend or holiday, 

then registration opens on the next business day. 

(Continued from page 1) 

To your sand table add blocks, ramps 
and small vehicles.  The children can 
build a village out of the blocks and 
roll their vehicles in the sand to make 
roads.   

 

 

 

 

 

Another activity that is lots of fun 
involves the children bringing in dif-
ferent small cars or trucks to school.  
Test the vehicles to see how well they 
roll on a ramp covered with different 
materials such as aluminum foil, sand-
paper or bubble wrap and record your  
observations.  You could also adjust  
the height of your ramp and see how 
that changes your results. 

In this experiment children will be ex-
ploring the properties of air.  Make 
parachutes with a 14-inch square plas-
tic trash bag, tape a 16-inch string to 
each corner with masking tape and tie 
all four pieces of string together to a 
¾ inch metal washer.   See how long 
the parachute will float and graph your 
results.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

This song is sung to the tune of Jingle 
Bells:  

C-A-R, C-A-R  

that’s how you spell car 

B-U-S, B-U-S  

that’s how you spell bus 

V-A-N, V-A-N  

that’s how you spell van 

Transportation it helps us 

I hope you understand!   

Sing this song several times so the 
children feel successful and can spell 
the words.   

Be creative and enjoy your transpor-
tation unit.   


